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Allies, Advocates, and Accomplices:

Building Relationships to Bring Change
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Conflict of Interest

• Yes I Am…

• A lesbian…

• And interchangeably will 
use queer woman

• No other conflicts of 
interest to note

Defining the A’s

3

1

2

3



6/18/2020

2

Advocate
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Defining the A’s
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• Ally vs. Accomplice

• An Ally agrees to help if you are wronged

• An Accomplice helps you commit the crime

• In the work of equity and justice we need 
more accomplices

The context in our current culture

• June 12th trans folks were 
stripped of protections by 
Department of Health and 
Human Services

• June 15th protection from 
discrimination in the work place 
was extended to LGBTQ+ folks by 
SOCTUS

• Ongoing fight for racial justice
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The context at UPMC:
Connecting to our Values
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Connect to Purpose
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How to be an advocate?

• Let’s look to some 
research…

• Durably reducing 
transphobia:
A field experiment on 
door-to-door canvassing
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Durably reducing transphobia
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• Published in 2016

• The What – 10 minute conversation

• The Who – Both trans folks and their allies

• The takeaway – Marked decrease in 
transphobia in the moment that continued at 
the 3 month mark
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There are two kinds of advocates

• Folks from the 
community

• Folks who journey 
alongside the 
community

Taken from the work of 
Sally Kohn
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Additional questions? Email geroj@upmc.edu
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